


An organization of people with shared policy goals 
entering the policy process at several points to try 
to achieve those goals. Interest groups pursue 
their goals in many arenas.  

 

* Political Parties fight election battles, Interest 
Groups don’t - but they may choose sides. 

 

*Interest Groups are policy specialists, Political 
Parties are policy generalists 



 According to Carr, “ An interests group (pressure 

group) is a formal organisation of the people who share 

one or more common objectives or concerns and who 

try to influence the course of public policy and promote 

these aims.” 

 Acc. To Almond and Powell, “By interests group , we 

mean a group of individuals who are linked by a 

particular bond of concern of advantage and who have 

awareness of these bonds” 



 1. Separation of Powers 

 2. Complexity of Social and Economic 

Relations 

 3. Liberal Natural of America Political 

System 

 4. Inactive Role of Political Parties 



 1. Big interest Groups 

 

 2. Special interest Groups 

 

 3. Strategic Interest Groups 

 

 4. General and special cause Groups 



 Lobbying is  a technique used by pressure groups to 
influence the concerned officials. 

 To mobilize Public Opinion in their Favour 

 To establish contact with Bureaucracy 

 To influence the ministers 

 To get help of courts 

 To help party candidates in Elections 

 Social, Economic and Political Reforms 

 Bribery and other forms of corruption 

 To organize Seminars and Discussions 



Pressure/ Interest groups have become an inseparable 

part of modern political process and influence political 

system in many ways. America is open Democratic 

State, therefore, pressure/interest groups have special 

significance and they are more important than even 

political parties. 
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